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Bath of  
the Month

San Francisco, California
A tiny guest bath is wrapped in lustrous stripes, 
making it feel much bigger. 
Design by B u t l er A r m sd en A r c hi t ec t s & A n g el A Fr ee d e si g n
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the reflective gloss  
of the Porcelanosa tile 
and the clear glass 
shower enclosure give 
the room an open, airy 
feeling. dornbracht’s 
tara logic showerhead 
slides up and down, 
accommodating guests  
of various heights. the 
two-prong swing-arm 
towel rack tucked next 
to the shower takes  
up a fraction of the wall 
space of a standard 
towel bar.  >>
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get the lOOk...
glass acido and glass  
Blanco porcelain wall tile: 
porcelanosa-usa.com.
soho Penny round floor tile  
in White: walkerzanger.com.
tara logic showerhead  
and Meta.02 faucet: 
dornbracht.com.
Vero washbasin: duravit.com.
sconces, naW0515-oB: 
nessenlighting.com.
smart towel holder: keuco.de.
square series Back-to-Back 
Pull handle: crlaurence.com.
Bow Bin: areaware.com.

Above left: A square 
handle is one of many 
clean, rectilinear 
elements. Above center: 
Besides the big, bold 
stripes, a trough-style 
duravit washbasin is 
another overscale gesture 
that adds oomph to the 
tiny space. A glass shelf 
mounted over the toto 
toilet provides convenient 
storage. Above right: 
Penny round floor tiles 
from Walker Zanger gleam 
like the wall tiles and the 
polished chrome fixtures, 
throwing light all around. 

She LikeS

“It really hydrates 
my hair, and  
the marine 

extracts feed the 
roots. Feels great 

on the scalp.  
and the scent is 

wonderful.” 

se aWeed shaMP oo;  
BuMBle andBuMBle.CoM.

Jane Margolies: You’ve 
given a small bath a big 
personality. 
Angel A Free: stripes are 
a nice, graphic design 
element that can bring 
movement and pattern to 
a room, but not in a busy 
way. and as soon as the 
tiles went up—whoosh! 
the room opened up. 
Is that because the stripes 
are horizontal?
It’s less about that and 
more about the fact that 
they wrap the room. that 
creates flow, a borderless 
space. 
How small is the room? 
thirty-seven square 
feet—teeny! It’s in what 
was originally the hay-
loft of an 1880s carriage 
house. We worked with 
the architects Butler 
armsden, who converted 
the hayloft into a guest 
suite. For the bath, the 
objective was a spa-like 
space—super-clean and 
very fresh. 
Are those glass tiles?
no, but they’re highly 

polished, so they give 
you that same super-
reflective, almost trans-
lucent quality. reflec-
tive surfaces are another 
trick for making a room 
feel larger—they give 
it a light, airy feeling by 
bouncing light around. 
The tiles are quite large. 
they’re 35 by 12 inches, 
which allows a clean 
installation with minimal 
grout joints. In bath-
rooms, I’m always fight-
ing that army of grout 
joints—here’s a line, 
another line, another line. 
We used two colors—
blue-green and white—
for a seamless effect. 
had we not done that, we 
would have broken up the 
continuous stripe, giving 
it a brick effect.
Why penny round tiles for 
the floor? 
they’re just functionally 
fab for a bathroom. You 
not only get a lot of  
little pops of shine, but  
a fair amount of grout as 
well. that gives the floor 

a good gripping quality—
there’s always the poten-
tial for slipping. and the 
round shape softens and 
balances all the recti linear 
shapes in here. We ran  
the tiles into the shower, 
so the floor reads as  
one uninterrupted plane. 
Why leave the plumbing 
below the sink exposed?
exposed plumbing doesn’t 
have to be a negative! It 
can be very pretty and 
sparkly—it’s another fit-
ting, like the showerhead. 
the sink is wall-mounted, 
so it doesn’t interfere with 
the flow of the stripes.  
You can see wall below it.
It has a great scale. 
a lot of bathroom sinks 
are skimpy, but this one 
is deep. It might be con-
sidered oversized for the 
room, but bigger elements 
can make a small space 
feel bigger. this is a guest 
bath, so it should be  
versatile. Your guests 
might have little kids—
that basin is deep enough 
to bathe a baby in. . For More detaIls, 

go to houseBeautIFul.
CoM/resourCes


